
ALEX
the adventurer

Whether he is climbing Everest, making things or playing 
rugby, Alex is always on the move. We managed to sit 

down with him for 30 minutes to learn what drives him.

Alex always wanted to be an engineer. He comes 
from a close-knit military family with a lot of 

engineers, so his interest started early. Despite the 
fact that his school, Coventry University, wasn’t 

always his top pick, he has grown to love it so much 
that he stayed to work on his Master’s in 

Mechanical Engineering.
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When we talked to Alex, he was just starting the 
second semester of his Master’s. He takes the 

work/life balance very seriously and sets “working 
hours” for his studies like a real job. This way in the 

evening, he can relax and focus on the fun things.

His passion for making things doesn’t stop in the 
classroom. Alex is currently in a mini competition with his 
friend to design and make their own go-karts. The idea 
originated when they saw their school’s team F1 car. They 
were inspired and bought engines. After comparing 
designs, they’re already quite different! His friend plans 
on using bicycle wheels while Alex’s go-kart is a low rider 
for racing. The project has been placed on hold for the 
school year but he has already designed the chassis in 
CATIA and hopes to do more this summer.

Did we mention he’s an active guy? In addition to rugby, 
polo, biking and skiing, Alex is passionate about climbing. 
Last year, he climbed Mount Kilimanjaro and next summer 
he is planning to reach the first base camp on Everest with 
his friend. Oh, and then he’s going on an enormous road 
trip across the United States. We can’t keep up! But, we 
definitely want to see what he does next. 

Not to mention, his Project of the Year 2018 submission 
was a redesign of Coventry’s ceremonial mace. His design 
was originally for a competition by Coventry University to 
redesign the mace. Due to their many campuses 
worldwide, their current ceremonial mace has to be 
transported by airplane to attend the different ceremonies. 
However, due to its size and composition, it’s hard to get 
past security. So, Alex set out to create a transportable 
and airport-friendly version. He designed emblems for the 
individual colleges and incorporated them into the mace 
along with Coventry’s crest. 

His research led him to the jewelry industry and how gold 
plated items are made. After some debate, Alex decided to 
use something called “polymer electrolytic” to gold plate 
his mace. He explained that this means they use acid 
instead of electricity to get that gold look. His design was 
3D printed and will be one of two maces used at future 
Coventry University ceremonies! 

Alex is no stranger to our solutions. During 
undergrad, he learned CATIA his first year and 

eventually also learned SOLIDWORKS. These skills 
haven’t gone unnoticed in job interviews! Alex feels 

more competent in job placements because of his 
knowledge of our solutions. We’re so proud! 
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