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His most successful project to date using the platform was carried out in Luxembourg, where he provided 
consultancy to a small firm making wooden houses and other similar structures. Richard helped the 

company “deliver good-quality houses in the shortest timeframe”. He adds: “I quickly got to grips with 
3DEXPERIENCE and I had a lot of fun applying the tool's Knowledgeware and automation approach. 
CATIA V5 was always easy to use, and so you could say CATIA 3DEXPERIENCE is child's play—well, 

almost!” Richard is the world's first CATIA Business Champion, and he’s justifiably proud of that title. His 
advice to other users? “Follow your passion and never give up. You can do it!”   

Having started out as a consultant designer, he knew immediately which way he wanted his career 
to go. “I just love the (CATIA) tool's high level of configurability—it gives you so much flexibility!” 

he says. “Sound methodology is essential, of course, which means covering every angle of the 
concept stage before starting to actually design, but after that, everything's possible!” 

His next big break came while working on a project. He was introduced to the 
3DEXPERIENCE® platform for the first time and, again, he became a convert instantaneously. 
“It's fantastic, having collaborative functionality and large data integration all on the same 

platform,” Richard says. “Not a single data item is lost. The platform enables us to guarantee 
a high level of engineering quality with configurable PLM (product lifecycle management).”

As a child, Richard was always asking questions. That 
curiosity was matched by resourcefulness and 

determination. He was also immensely practical, and 
loved nothing better than to watch his grandfather 
building his own TV sets. His godfather, meanwhile, 

taught him how to be good with his hands.

Later, he developed a passion for designing things himself. After high school, Richard completed a 
BTS diploma in computer-assisted design, which in turn led to him embracing CATIA® V5 (the 
computer-aided three-dimensional interactive application developed by Dassault Systèmes). 

His sheer determination, however, played as big a part as his ability and know-how in getting his 
career going. “It wasn't easy at first because I lacked experience and had only basic qualifications,” he 

explains. Despite this his drive, matched by his love of design, quickly saw him move up the ranks. 

Shortly afterwards, Richard was given the opportunity to make a presentation to ‘GFUC’ (Groupe 
Francophone des Utilisateurs de Catia), the French-speaking community of Dassault Systèmes solutions 
users. His subject? Transitioning from CATIA V5 Knowledge to the 3DEXPERIENCE platform. And it was 

this presentation which allowed him to join Dassault Systèmes' CATIA Champions program. 
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